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Greetings!
To the left, you will find helpful links that will take you directly to the
articles you want to read (Table of Contents), to important pages on
our website (School Links), and will provide a quick list of upcoming
events (Important Dates.)
 

Spelling Bee

On Tuesday, February 9th, an inter-school spelling bee was held
for students in grades 4 - 8. Over 60 students participated! The list
of words was the official Scripp's Spelling Bee list as the winner of
the in-house Bee is eligible to go on to the State Bee. After 9
rounds, the last two competitors were both from fifth grade: Aidan
B and Madeline S. They went back and forth, but finally Madeline
was declared the winner with the word "chortle" being spelled
correctly. 
 
The next step for Madeline is an online spelling and vocabulary
test that will be taken at school. The top 50 scorers of this online
test will then go on to the State Spelling Bee on March 11. 
The grade level winners were: Grade 4 - Arushi S; Grade 6 -
Elizabeth D.; Grade 7 - Grace G; and Grade 8 - Aleyna F. 



School Links
DaVinci Academy

Staff Directory
Food & Nutrition Info

School Calendar
School Supplies

Volunteer Information
Anti-Bullying Policy

Important Dates

2/23 Enrollment Lottery

6 pm

2/25 K-3 & 5 Science

Fair, 6-7 pm

2/29 Town Hall Mtg, 6:30

pm

3/4 No School

3/7 HR/Compensation

Com, 4:30 pm

3/7 School Dev Com,

5:30 pm

3/9 Policy Com, 3:30 pm

3/14 Curriculum/Tech

Com, 4:00 pm

3/14 Finance Com, 

6:00 pm

3/21 School Board

Meeting, 6 pm  

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuIvQmUwGHdwqewOeyk0V_aaHM70o1hQWnC8MlHN9lvvWgF6vIc4FLgXcx68R9y2bZZW_SA6i-s20eeNMow_w1dJ0VAeMmRfjYM_tcYFFehrgcJdScMkMMN810OqQV-uu8ivGHa12bGhn&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuO1Orcp24qayEPTVLODagROsNHtehOmTf6f5wQMhvMN7H8qW8w7pzrktnYS4XdhThb2T3UGcMMgt_jsHVHPp14_ZZIqWACECMcYu3GjxqFbFDsj5xd9r0YpQnN2C6AHOabqGs-6I-fSboLnodwG0Y5U=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuAnEdDRXx4T8aKPiG1lx70-A9vPxSjxErrB0kdOo8AKlhspLUSFRHLf-ClvshGu3i9ca0EPuqgIS_MTB-91BNmbWITi_LPl1z-AIGGUr0HFl9nB2TYkAujqvDM0wYM3qnSPOOZTz3sI4vr3TOB2U-VE=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuCYwy3sA_m9aymeKOygeBTHjQMwnZrhn7qjbeExPwBPC0faPcQkVENete6KbNnl9qJ8ZdHAsYq-48Xzh5ZkdvVpHuZtR3yXGP7YHPWW2SeEN25nhK4eNj4ZclLzAEffZW3d7dw3zSHhTLiTY4Dhqv9lb_l_XN7F_T1SNmHpKxNVT842e13GDL16iyVFDw9x0EaVieSqyBPoHcOs1hl9OuqbQoIxHT0D8aEZKYQglxOqf3Hy_B42k3kkhKtRWI60C3PF4PHLF4VjL8oaeD1Pm97B5G0pCqEfl6A==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuC7Wk4SdpEBqZLuUrDssgYHmIQxtKnM_uRVTOUJMDS1NZPmR82gj7vZeR5wFYICMHkAQR4nOD5gGL7ld4s0lZQkjB07PDrGl-I-5FzeeA1TyPxEwEkUifAZ4YSurP_MgvKlMrL6QYyxc7hmPu0YOR8Hkh-dz31oUpw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuIEFRlXtt96bTCKWQrTKYpq3IxU6P-wt_m-ow4h-yYcH3zXIIMZCqk5-0RJSTTyJeYEIFN3GbxHaLkG1FNROq1ObMtEyHoFDWDI2ARAZjfL499_1ITI2t3fJO2XjhuQ6BVSOxvPAuvGsDffPWLm8gc8=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuHUfFk4yWN9Op0NpnAPVOvRXLw7jt9NlEFZ9v7E_n0vtu-enA9P6eOruhUolNDUZRQeNOHSeyefoWmeDUSdGXlAkixJguVigKonLSi7NOt_hzHwaXvxDygjIvgN41SrRQa2cJWQ0NKPb1vII9rtAFSXczfvZQmXGflRqa7a93BoEXCtENGH0hdgA3gpNxNnzse2rX2wJOViJGlyoE3q6lO0=&c=&ch=


Food Service
Program

Current Lunch prices -
including milk

Hot, Alt. or Emergency
Lunch:  

Full Pay = $3.50; 
Free/Reduced =
$0.00

Vegetarian Lunch: 

Full-pay = $4.50; 
Reduced-price =
$0.40; 
Free = $0.00

A La Carte Items -
charged to ALL
students: 

Milk-only =
$0.50; 
Pre-Ordered
Extra slice of
pizza = $1.50, 
Emergency
meals = $3.50
Extra Entree
(Grade 6-8 only)
= $1.50

Current Breakfast Price:

Full-pay = $1.75
Kindergarten =
$0.00
Reduced-price =
$0.00
Free = $0.00

Go here to apply for free
or reduced-price meals

School Expansion Town Hall
Meeting Next Monday - 2/29, 6:30
pm
Click here to read a copy of the recent notice about our upcoming
town hall meeting.

 

2016-2017 Academic Calendar-
(revised)
The 2016-2017 calendar has been approved by the board.  Please
note the schedules and breaks as they don't necessarily line up
with any school districts in our area.

Click here to download a copy.

 

7th & 8th Grade String Orchestra
Compete at MNSOTA Orchestra
Festival

The 7th and 8th grade String Orchestra traveled to Faribault Middle

School on Monday, February 8th to participate in the MNSOTA

Middle Level Orchestra Festival. Students were scored by a panel

of two well respected string educators for the chance to earn a

performance slot at Orchestra Hall. This was the first time a music

group traveled to a competition and our musicians were wonderful

ambassadors for our school. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuAnEdDRXx4T8aKPiG1lx70-A9vPxSjxErrB0kdOo8AKlhspLUSFRHLf-ClvshGu3i9ca0EPuqgIS_MTB-91BNmbWITi_LPl1z-AIGGUr0HFl9nB2TYkAujqvDM0wYM3qnSPOOZTz3sI4vr3TOB2U-VE=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuKpgTdZrwLviHJh826rDprdSUtTQFgTO5pAm4OjWdsgGMPANIiVkUbtk2q7VGP_dSuUKGxrU-9Nqsrs_U4cIgjw8emc1mcIKNIOER8Fvs6bhOb8WlnvSVHv5Qjb-zEfsYFv-DLfRpUX0hThploeaMSCtDSo1JS8SF97qC_5_Rq1y1CDQYHaxmIh1o5qxjSliBQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuPv4e_xxUmNFuUGNe6VtfElVaoKp6vPUz6Rf3xZmW4WW6LtrsBvKnj0hxgvwDw6VFGvLongzexFfxebcrRvkFKwWJOe93qcjBE9d4bJ2IK7epX5vKL_dN5mVqyOhIPgS4tShCHgY2GkBGnBto6BE3CzKLmym5ZHkFKcOPDn-HJ-uNWKMbND81GP004mqSyCrSCAObbwQT0LqshpiSQzcvd-94J4Aj_BduqHsbYoBpWfm62M2g3-oDA5PjD3nZy_p5U6uwKEQaye4QyM0dIuYnL0=&c=&ch=


or to find out more about
the food service
program.

Students first listened to a middle school group from Edina, then

performed in front of judges and other middle school students.

After their competition performance, Dr. Ruth Lin from Gustavus

Adolphus College provided a 30 minute clinic where she shared

what she heard from their performance and gave them helpful tips

for future playing. 

The 7th and 8th grade Wind Ensemble will have their shot at a

band festival in Monticello on March 10th. 

Congratulations musicians! You set the bar high for the years to

come!

 

ZooMS Exhibit Design Challenge
On Tuesday, Feb. 9, a representative from the Minnesota Zoo, as
well as three community judges and event organizer, Mrs. Thom,
were in the gym to review the top 4th and 8th grade zoo design
projects. One of Mrs. Payne's 4th grade science classes and both
of Mrs. Brown's 8th grade science classes have been working over
the last several months on an engineering challenge sponsored by
the Minnesota Zoo. Students were asked to redesign the current
Red Panda Exhibit at the Minnesota Zoo to accommodate one of
two South American animals. Eighth graders were also challenged
with selecting a second animal to coexist in the display. Students
spent considerable time researching animal needs, zoo keeper
needs, and visitor needs before beginning to redesign the space.
The project involved math skills, as they worked to draw blueprints
and make scale models of the space. Their art skills were also put
to work creating profile drawings of the space and creatively using



a wide variety of materials to construct their models. Language
Arts skills were important as they prepared summaries for their
display boards and presentations for the judges.

The judges selected three 4th grade and two 8th grade projects to
submit to the zoo for consideration. The zoo reviewed project
submissions from schools all over the state last week and
selected the top 40 elementary and top 40 middle school projects
for a final competition at the zoo the second week of March. We
are thrilled to announce that all of our selected student's projects
were selected to move on to the next round!

Project submitted for zoo consideration were done by:
Arushi S, Mahati R, Jasmine R
Layton P, Roshni R, Shriya S
Pranav C, Gracie K, Kieran D, Karsyn B
Boatemaa A, Bella D, Lilly J, Lauren K
Max W, Josh Y, Alan C 

  

  

 

 

 

Yearbook Orders - Due Date



extended to 2/29

Before break, your child brought home a yearbook order envelope.

They are $28 for one yearbook and $25 for two or more. You may

pay for them at the front desk with a check (made payable to

DaVinci Academy) or cash (exact change only). Due to the recent

spring break, orders for yearbooks will be accepted through

February 29.  

We will not have extra yearbooks available for sale in the spring

and; if you want to guarantee you receive a yearbook for the 2015-

2016 school year, you must order it now.

 

 

Andover Athletic Association Track
& Field Registration Now Open
 
Open to kids in grades K through 5 from Andover and all area
communities. See flyer for details.

 

Extra Curricular Classes
(Holly Fischer)

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuPv4e_xxUmNFFp1O_XJgJvSMF3fhqrfiF_ok6Bg3GMSOF9jiiY4OCufEajbv0tsroLXwT6uKrvGQN6ON_fXhllRne3XUpda-YAXKsDKFVMeF24ErqB2i1B3wT-nH7P_wd9b_puFvd0kEC5DRG-Ri5XtXvLob1kb6nCq3_OHh9_kecivEgxgAeD1Nuzhor1A4lQ==&c=&ch=
mailto:hfischer@davincicharterschool.org


Our next round of extra-curricular classes will begin April 11th.  A
listing of all of the classes being offered for the last 5 week
session will be sent out in the next few weeks.   Until that time the
ABACUS class is looking for students on Mondays and
Wednesdays.   Their classes run until 4:15 or 5:00 depending on
parent preference. Please contact Avinash
at abacusmn@mastermindsystems-us.com for more details.

 

Additional A La Carte Items
Available for Grades 6 Through 8
(Lee Swearingen)

With the recent addition of our breakfast program, we have found
that we often have an excess of breakfast items available after
service.  We will be offering these items for purchase to all
students in grades 6 through 8 during their lunch period.  These
items include fruit juice, apple sauce, muffins, bagels and cream
cheese, cereal, etc.  Each item will be sold for $0.50 and will
appear on your child's lunch account as "Fruit Juice" or "A La
Carte".  If you do NOT want your child to purchase these items,
you should communicate this to them.  If you email Mrs.
Swearingen to request a restriction of their purchases, a warning
message will be put on your child's food service record indicating
these types of a la carte purchases are not permitted.   

Please keep in mind, these items are not intended to be a
substitute for a healthy lunch.  Parents and students should not
expect to be able to assemble a lunch from a la carte selections.
The number and types of a la carte items will vary based on
availability. Some days there may be no items available. Also, a
student will not be able to purchase these items if their lunch
account balance is below zero.

If you have any question of this information or the food service
program in general, please contact Mrs. Swearingen.

 

Get Back that Missing Coat AND
Raise Money for School?  What

mailto:lswearingen@davincicharterschool.org
mailto:lswearingen@davincicharterschool.org
mailto:lswearingen@davincicharterschool.org


Could be Better Than That!
Easily label all clothing and outerwear using Name Bubbles and
DaVinci Academy will receive 20% of your order total!  See below
for details.

Don't want to order special labels?  That is fine too!  But please,
label ALL of your student's items. 

 

Emergency & Attendance Alerts via

 
To obtain information regarding DaVinci Academy's emergency
messaging system, please click here.  This is the most effective
way to receive important emergency messages from our school.
For now, we are reserving the SchoolMessenger communication
system for these needs:  a) emergency/immediate alerts, b) school
closings, and c) attendance alerts. 
 
(Families new to DaVinci will not be able to sign up for School
Messenger alerts until they receive an email directly from Mrs.
Bacigalupo providing their Parent Portal account information.)

 

PTO News

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuEFGEy1tkSH29pr6zB2fVSZQ5t4D1d4NNyW7lV4dnpe9eJXjvuwqpwuNz86iqXT2cOrAQYSNXXdkp0JepdFnYtx_MUYgK4ZeqVH45M-VGobHpetLtnZvrw2x_qwscI_ukG_x_EIfQfO9gnOylYbjKAtKKUP6IZndy-eVXiAFPfLvgoDIDJvp5KYiF2hLxMVMnA==&c=&ch=
mailto:sbacigalupo@davincicharterschool.org


Link here to the PTO website or download the most recent

newsletter (dated 1/9/16) for recent information. 

DaVinci Academy of Arts & Science / 13001 Highway 65 / Blaine, Minnesota 55434 / 
763-754-6577

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuB6m1J21Rvyn96RnLAI3cTk63ANYoTSY9DMjrZKLh1AhRbe8smUYooievjhaWYLfosAzu_PUn8nxmAilCelZkVYUWLgmjtfeLqEC-JhIB1Nq1V7eJqPBBadqp9lnMkgpBQXRg6O8ObEJ&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuKpgTdZrwLvi7cOFUvL1IckiKRZGtz4EsNTrBfDv4q8d0M88bn2BiC_crHrI7bFdfBeorR-zLbAXU3YLLq1MNciU0d1zK_CDqbhd7Uy7W7cvHN0zfMTes4-U1I-STqTkXCRqf5hNIANPU7M0-hdUvTQdoUuPG7mnpu2lT6PBLLvFTaEW1jZPpYRxmfU1kvWT5Q==&c=&ch=

